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STEVENS, John F. 
West Gardiner, 12>53-
Stevens, John F., civil engr.; b. W. Gardiner, Me., 
Apr. 25, 1253> 8* John and Harriet S.; LL..D. from Bates 
College, Lewiston, Maine, 1922; m. Harriet T. O'Brien, 
of Dallas, Tex., Jan. 6, 1877* Assistant engineer City 
of Minneapolis, 1^7^—7^; chief engineer Sabine Pass & North­
western Railway, 1876-79; assistant engineer D. & R.O.Ry., 
1879-^0; C., M.& St. P.Ry., 1880-82; div. engr. Canadian 
Pacific Ry., 1382-86; asst. engr. C., M. & St. P. Ry.,1886; 
prin. asst. engr. Duluth South Shore & Atlantic Ry., 1887-
89; asst. engr. Spokane Falls & Northern Ry., 1889; prin. 
asst. engr., 1889-93* asst. chief engr., 1893-95* chief engr 
1895-1902, gen. mgr., 1902-03> G.N.Ry.; chief engr., 1903-04 
2d. v.p. 1904-05, C., R.I. & P. Ry. Co.; chief engr. Panama 
Canal, 1905-Apr. 1, 1907; chmn. Isthmian Canal Comm., Feb.-
Mar. 1907; v.p. N.Y., N.H. & H.R.R., in charge operation, 
Aug. 1, 1907-09; pres. Spokane, Portland & Seattle Ry., 
Ore. Electric Ry., Oregon Trunk Ry., Pacific & Eastern Ry., 
1909-11. Head of ^m. Ry. Mission to Russia, 1917-18; 
pres. Inter-Allied Tech. Bd., supervising Siberian rys., 
1919-23' Dir. B.& 0. R.R. Co. Hon. mem. Am. Soc. C.E. 
(pres.1927), N.C.Soc. of Engrs.; mem. Pacific Soc. Engrs., 
Chinese-Am. Assn. Engrs., Engineers Club of Phila. Awarded 
Fritz medal for "great achievements," 1925; gold medal, 
Franklin Inst. Address: Latrobe Apts., Baltimore, Md. 
— WHO'S WHO IN AMERICA, 193^-1935 
/7a 
( 
December 19, 1928 
John F; Stevens 
50 Church Street „ 
New York City 
Dear Mr. Stevens: 
On Saturday night, December 15th, I was down to your 
old home in West Gardiner. My visit came about through 
a combination of circumstances. First, the Grange had 
arranged for a special Stevens night. There was to be 
presented a portrait and a photograph of the monument 
commemorating your interesting night on the mountains at 
Marius Pass. your old friend, Judge Spear, was to deliver 
the address. He was indisposed, so they had to look 
around for a substitute. I was elected. These circum­
stances explain my presence in West Gardiner, and explain 
why I am writing at this time. 
I thought that probably you would like to know some­
thing about the celebration. So far as I could judge all 
the community was present. There were six or seven of the 
friends of your boyhood. I do not know when I have been 
present at so simple, beautiful and whole-hearted a 
celebration. Everyone was so enthusiastic and so keenly 
appreciative of the achievements of their engineer. It 
certainly would have warmed your heart if you could have 
listened to their conversation. I doubt very much if 
any of the honors you have received ( and they certainly 
have been many and distinguished), would have been more 
appreciated than the tribute of these people in your old 
home town. Ifc was 30 genuine that I could not help 
Mr. Stevens .... 2 
feeling that in some way all their tributes of love, 
respect and admiration must find their way across all 
the miles to you. 
P 
I told them some of the more important events of 
your life. Of course I stumbled a bit on your school 
teaching days, because I did not have very much 
information. I could not find very much about your 
surveying work in Lewiston and not much more about 
your sojourn in Minneapolis. However, the other 
spots are so very high that no one could miss them. 
At the end of my little talk I said "The story of John 
Prank Stevens tells you four things". 
1. The inspiring power of a great motive. 
2. The necessity of unyielding courage. 
3. The absolute need of education. 
4. That if you are shut out of college, technical 
schools,through books you may acquire knowledge 
for the highest tasks and most difficult 
achievements. 
I wonder how near I came to the truth. 
It was good to talk to JZben Horn, who certainly is an 
enthusiastic admirer, and there were several others just 
like him, — everyone of them on tip toe to tell me some 
interesting incident. 
Well, I have written all these things thinking it 
might be interesting for you to have some word from these 
old friends of other days. 
Very truly yours, 
HED-.ME 
February 4, 1929 
John P. Stevens 
SO Church Street 
New York City 
Dear Mr. Stevens: 
We are sending you many thanks for your courtesy in 
furnishing us with biographical material. This is in­
valuable for our files. 
The death of your friend Judge Spear is a very great 
shock. He has spent many, many hours in my office during 
which we have discussed everything in the universe, not 
excepting farming and fishing — especially the latter. 
One of the very great fish stories connected with Maine 
is in my files as the result of our conversation. A few 
days before he died I was talking with him; I am sure he 
never looked better, and he told me he never felt better. 
His death came very suddenly. Judge Spear was a good 
citizen, a careful scholar, a great friend, and a 
Christian. 
Should you come to Maine this year I hope I may 
have you for a dinner guest. At least, linger for a 
little bit in my office. 
Very truly yours, 
HED-.ME 
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COPY 
October 11, 192S . 
Mr. John t. Stevens, » 
50 Church St., 
New York, W. Y. 
Dear Mr. Stevens: 
The superintendent of the schools of '.'est 
Gardiner is Cyrus M. Kendriclc, Litchfield, Maine. Tie has three 
or four towns in his distric. The teacher of the John !•. Stevens 
School is "*is3 Irene Libby, Litchfield, Maine, P.. V. D. ?/ 3. 
It means a great deal to. those of us who are 
situated in the far ^ ast to have the privilege of meeting a 
man who has just come from the center of things. >i'e are grate­
ful bvond words for your gift of the statue, and I assure you it 
will be one of our invaluable possessions. 
Very truly yours, 
Maine ~tal;e Library 
TD/S 
COPY 
October 12, 1929. 
Mr. John F. Stevens, 
50 church St., » 
fiew York, ]i. Y. 
Dear T.-r. stevnes: 
"/e received your note this morning and note 
what you say about the local sclool agent. 
My fir3t letter gave you the name of the 
superintendent: but from your letter I think the person you 
want is Mrs. Arthur H. Gosline, Route 7, Gardiner, Maine. 
Mrs. Gosline is the chairman of the school committee for 
'I'est Gardiner. But to make positively sure I have called Mrs 
Gosline and find that dhe has charge of the John F. otevens 
School. 
Very truly yours, 
Maine ->tate Library 
HD/S 
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October 25, 1929 
Mr. John F. Stevens, 
50 Ohurch St., 
Kew *ork, il. Y. 
Dear Mr. Stevens: 
The statuette arrived in perfect condition, and 
we have placed it on the right of the door as one enters the 
library, "e have also placed a card with information in regard 
to the per-son whom the statuette represents, The statuette is 
attracting a great deal of attention and many interesting and 
enthusiastic cormnents. 
I understand you are moving shortly fo Baltimore 
I should like very much to have your new address. 
Very truly yours, 
FD/S 
m 
C O P Y  
November 5, 1939 
Mr. John. P. Stevens 
P 
V/yman Park Apartments 
Baltimore , Maryland. 
My dear Mr. Stevens 
I am writing for our 
Librajry Bulletin a note on the copy of your statue which 
you have recently sent the Maine State Library, and I find that we 
do not know the name of the person who made it. This is, of course, 
relatively unimportant,but we wish to have "11 available information 
about this very important addition to the library's treasures.Will 
you please tell us the name of the person who made out copy ? I hope 
that some day I may have the pleasure of seeing the original. 
Very truly yours, 
MAINE STATE LIBRARY 
BY MCP 
(SIGNET) MCP) 
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Uoveiaber 27, 1929. 
!,!r. John F. Stevens, 
'A'yman Apartments , 
Baltimore, Maryland. » 
Dear «-r. Stevens: 
I regret that we do.not have a copy of 
"The iilaaed Trail of the Old x'rontier" in the library. 
v
,'e shall be very lad to receive a copy. 
We are sending you a copy of the last 
Library Bulletin, which may be of some interest to you. 
Very truly yours, 
Maine -•tate Library 
IBS 
HD/S 
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HENRY E. DUNNACK 
8TATC LIBRARIAN 
THERESA C. STUART 
ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN 
M A I N E  S T A T E  L I B R A R Y  
A U G U S T A  
December 10, 1929 
Mr. John P. Si-evens, 
Wyman Fark Apartments, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 
My dear Mr. Steven? 
Thank you for your letter about the statuette. 
I knew that the original statue was made by Mr. Cecere(I am so glad 
that you mentioned the correct way to pronounce his name')it is very 
interesting to know that he made the statuette, also. 
I have read with much interest"The blaxed 
trail of the old frontier." 
Very truly yours, 
MAINE STATE LIBRARY 
BY MCP 
COPY m 
December 19, 1929. 
Mr. John F. Stevens, 
V/yman Park -ipartnents, 
Baltimore, Maryland. 
P 
Dear !>'r. Stevens: 
•«e have received the "Blazed 'I'rail of the Old 
frontier". It is quite a v/onderful book, but of course the 
chapter dealing with the discovery of Maria's Pass was the one 
that we read with the greatest interest. One paragraph arrested 
my attention. I cannot but quote: 
H Great engineers, like great architects, and 
great artists, and great poets, and great musicians, must have 
the gift of imagination, No enterprise of fir3t magnitude was 
ever projected without some forward-looking mind visualixing the 
objective. V.'hat a stupid world this would be without imaginationl 
It is a gift, like a marvellous power conferred by a bebevolent 
fairy upon the handsome prince. It is a magic wand that solves 
difficulties and opens up vistas and 'pathways". 
In fact the whole chapter from my way of think­
ing is well written, and tells the story of John 1'. Stevens in a 
fashion that leaves a memory that cannot be-erased from the mind. 
I do not remember whether I thanked you for the 
Panama Caial pamphlet or not. IVe greatly appreciate your courtesy 
in sending us the official document. It contains the infromation 
we have been looking for for some time. Personally I have never 
quite understood the situation at the canal and your1 part in it 
in relation to General Gorgas. -'e are placing this in our I.iaine 
author Collection where T.'aine students will be able to consult it. 
Very truly your31 
Maine ^tate Library 
FD/S 
July 29, 1930 
Dr. John F. Stevens 
Wyaian Apartments 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Dear Doctor Stevens: 
I have just read your "Momentous Hour at 
Panama" given on the occasion of your receiving 
the Franklin medal. It seemed to me to toe parti­
cularly fitting and proper that on that occasion 
when all the high officials ir/ho participated in 
the "building of the canal had passed away tout your­
self that the facts should toe stated in such a fash­
ion that no doubt should toe left in the minds of 
any as to what actually occurred during those early 
years in connection with this great project. 
I congratulate you most heartily on receiving 
this deserved recognition and honor. We have only 
one regret at the Maine State Library, that toefore 
publishing the little article in connection with 
the statue at Marias Pass we could not have had this 
additional lnforsaation. However, a note will toe made 
in the forthcoming issue of the Library bulletin. 
We are very grateful for the pamphlet taken 
from the Franklin Journal containing your address on 
that occasion. 
Very truly yours, 
State Librarian 
>9/  
JOHN F. STEVENS 
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John Frank Stevens, Native 
Of West Gardiner, Makes 
Personal Gift at Augusta 
v.rmt 
AUGUSTA.—John Frank Stevens, a famous son of West Gard­
iner, came back, to Maine the other day, called on State Librarian H. 
E. Dunnack and presented to the Library a bronze copy in miniature 
of the heroic statue of himself, by Cecere, which stands in a Rocky 
Mountain defile, marking the site of the exploit that first brought 
• him fame. 
John Frank Stevens, equipped 
with only the education afforded 
by common schools of West Gar­
diner, began his preparation for 
the engineer's profession 
Statuette 
' ! 
iiiii 
•k * -
ASA 'S& 
Bronze statuette, replica of statue 
in Rcclcy Mountain Deflie, presented 
to state by John Frank Stevens. 
stake drive: 
joiyln 
come t 
bej confe 
allAfg; 
Jot 
whlci 
as A^>xander 
as a 
veying 
has 
liat can 
lit* totfr Nation-
o ft i e s—the 
tdal\r an honor 
with such men 
jraham Bell, Or-
vllleVl^right, Marconi, and West-
ingha 
It was^ptevens who made the suc­
cessful beginning of the construction 
of the Panama Canal, undertaking 
in 1905 the task in which the French 
had failed, solving the perplexing 
problems presented by Culebra Cut, 
and carrying on as engineer in 
charge until 1907, when the work, 
its success assured, was transferred 
from the civil to the military depart­
ment. Five nations decorated him 
for his services as head of the Amer­
ican Railway Mission to Russia 
throughout and after the war. 
After an apprenticeship in the 
humbler tasks of construction Stev­
ens became an assistant engineer on 
the Rio Grande's extension in Colo­
rado and New Mexico, later he was 
location engineer for the Chicago, 
Milwaukee & St. Paul railway, and 
joined the Canadian Pacific in 1882, 
distinguishing himself by the com­
pletion of 1000 miles of railroad in 
one short Summer. Often at night, 
after a day of exhausting toil, he 
drove from 20 to 30 miles in a buck-
board over the prairie, seeking the 
most desirable location for the road. 
It was in 1889 that his services 
I were obtained by John J. Hill 
whose Great Northern line had 
still the Rockies' forbidding bar­
rier to cross. 
An Indian legend told of a pass 
through the mountain wall, and 
Stevens' observations of the land and 
of \he watir courses strengthened 
his belief that there was a way 
through. Stevens sought the help of 
the Indians, but the legend that told 
of the existence of a pass told also 
of its inhabitation by an evil spirit, 
and they feared to aid him; all but 
ona Kalispell redskin, driven from 
his tribe for murder, who for a day 
and a half served as hia guide and 
then quit the task because of the 
perile which Stevens willingly en­
dured. After scaling slippery slopes, 
trudging through snow that in places 
was Ave feet deep, and clambering 
over fallen timbers Stevens, he at 
last came upon tha opening that was 
to let the railroad through the fa­
mous Marias pass where now his 
statue stands. 
Mr. Stevens lives in New York 
City. The schoolhouse in West Gar­
diner which stands on the site of the 
one he attended, has been given his 
naiua. 
How Stevens 'Found the Pass 
* For the stUftoflEK J92mal prob­
lems of the Boston & Maine, now 
happily in the way of solution, there 
came to Boston in an advisory ca­
pacity not only the present president of 
the system, Mr. Hannauer, but the fa­
mous engineer whose name probably ^ 
is J^est known to the nation in. con­
nection with his work in the con­
struction of the Panama canal. One 
story about Mr. John. F. Stevens 
which ought to be better known is 
that of his discovery of the splendid 
pass through the Rocky mountains 
which gave the Great Northern rail­
road its chief advantage as a trans­
continental route. The story is nar­
rated, in the current issue of the Stone 
& Webster Journal. 
The existence of the pass was sus­
pected long before its discovery in be­
half of James J. Hill. It seems that 
an Isaac I. Stevens, apparently not 
connected with the family of the 
Panama eng;ineer» in the fifties made 
extensive explorations for feasible 
railway locations for passage by 
north! south1 and, interpolate routes 
to the Pacific. In September, 1853, 
he obtained from an Indian chief "a 
very ' particular description of ; the ! 
Marias Pass we were in search of." j 
The Indians had used it, but for some; 
superstitious reason had abandoned 
the route. Stevens intimated that it 
ought to be a valuable route for a 
railroad. But the civil war filled 
men's minds with other thoughts, and 
not until 36 years later was the pass 
actually discovered and made known 
to the world. \ ... 
John P. Stevens explored the moun­
tains with minutf thoroughness. He 
said; "I know those mountains well 
enough to make a model of them.0 
His exploration kept him in* the 
Imountains long after the coming of 
t winter. Only a half-breed who was 
ra fugitive for killing ;a man would jgo along with the engineer. He had 
(taken sanctuary with the Blackfeet 
and this tribe occupied territory 
which Stevens would traverse. Stev­
ens duly found the pass. He knew 
it must be the best location through 
the 'mountains, better than those to 
the south which for 80 years had been 
the preferred routes. It shortened' 
the* projected line of the Great 
Northern by 100 miles, its sunimit 
above sea level was only 5200 feet, 
.and it provided without a tunnel a 
, grade westbound of only l per cent., 
and eastbound of less than 2 percent. 
Stevens fared along with his com­
panion afoot and with pjacks on their! 
backs. Five miles from the top of 
the pass the Indian became exhaust­
ed. Stevens cleared the two feet of 
$now from a patch of ground and 
left his aide there with a fire. ' He 
pushed on alone, going far enough 
through the pass and down from the 
summit to prove thaf fa ha/i tint. 
|Uqct5;ved ^ a side canyon leading* 
iby ahidden turn back to the eastern 
SlOpe.V„; » i^ ... »»*--«_ 
; That was the night of Dec. 11,1889. 
[There at .the .summit thei lone en­
gineer fought for his life amidst a | temperature of 40 degrees below zero. 
jl*e dared not sleep. Only, by inces­
sant tramping back and forth did he 
keep from freezing. Probably it was 
the splendid fibre which had been 
bred in Maine that 'enabled him to 
•survive. On his return to hi* com­
panion he 'found the Tn^i^ almost 
frozen and the fire out. He took him 
to a settlement in the foothills and 
then proceeded to Helena to make 
his own report of the discovery of the j 
pass which "made" "Jim" Hill and his! 
railroad. ! 
At Uie summit ofthis Marias pass 
through the Rockies there now stands 
a bronze statue of heroic size, of John 
F. Stevens, in commemoration of the 
discovery of that northern gateway to 
the Pacific. 
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September 9, 1935 
Mr. John P. Stevens 
Latrobe Apartments 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Dear Mr. Stevens: 
Returning to my office this morning after an 
absence of three months, I find your two letters 
in regard to the photograph. I have been ill and 
I am just recovering. 
Of course I am disappointed about the photo­
graphs:^ because we are very anxious to have one in 
the library. However, I am not worried about the 
matter because I know you will send it. 
I hope before the winter sets in you will come 
this way and spend some time with me. 
HED/m 
Very truly yours 
State Librarian 
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September 20, 1935 
John P. Stevens 
Latrobe Apts. 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Dear Mr. Stevens; 
The framed photograph arrived this morning. 
Please accept our thanks for this valuable gift, 
which we appreciate more than we can tell you. 
The usual fall weather has arrived in Maine -
beautiful sunshine, cool just to the point of 
being comfortable, the leaves turning to purple 
and gold, - indeed Maine is putting on the most 
attractive gown of all the year, and is ready 
for visitors. I hope you will hear her calling, 
and make an answer by coming this way. 
Very truly yours 
HED/m State Librarian 
Dean Arland D. weeks, School of Education, N.D. State College: 
"Montana: The Geological Story", by Daniel E. Willard, formerly 
Professor of Geology, is the third in a ;series of geological works 
of popular appeal by this author.- "TheStory of the Prairies", 
(north Dakota), and "The Story of Minnesota" (the Korth Star State), 
preceded the present volume •• 
¥ 
In an unobtrusive way Mr. Willard has done a monumental work in • 
his trilogy, providing the lay reader with an account of the workings 
of geological forces in these states, with graphic portrayals of th>> 
present scene • The scientist and the ][ayman will evidently value 
the new work for its comprehensiveness jand factuality, while as an 
interpretation of the earth beneath thc^ir feet and the landscape 
stretching away before their eyes, the 'trilogy should be available 
to children in the- three etates whether such attend as pupils in a 
city school building or in a one-room structure in the open. 
In his writings the author reveals himsulf as one to whom there-
are sermons in stone-s, books in the running brooks, and lyrics in 
buttes, benches, floodplains,. volcanic ash, and anticline-s; he also 
shows a warmly human tendency in his phrasing of geology in terms of 
vital relations.- Thus a huge red boulder on a level plain is u 
"foreigner"; ice "retreats"; tfiere. is the "behavior" of streams; 
the aarth is "the land we'walk on"; geology is taken by "excursions" 
or "from a car -window". Mr. Willard meets the lay mind more than 
half way, achieving a kind of scientific writing which sots forth 
materials with simplicity and spirit» For sheer information, and as 
a means of learning how to observe the earth's surface this volume on 
Montana is strongly commended. 
(Signed) Arland D. Weeks 
Dean of Education. 
"The story of the Prairies" .**6.50 
"The Story of the North Star State" £.50 
"Montana: Tife Geological Story" 2.50 
Published and for sale by the author, Railway Building, 
St. Paul, Minn. (Three books to one address &6.00.) 
*eb. 6, 1936 
Maine State Library 
Heary Dunnack, Librarian: 
This book is sent you by direction and order 
of Col. John P. Stevens, Latrobe Apta., Baltimore, Md. 
«•* D. S. Willard 
Author and Publisher 
February 10, 1936 
P 
Col, John P. Stevens 
Latrobe Apartments 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Dear Mr. Stevens: 
We have received the complimentary copy of 
MONTANA, THE GEOLOGICAL STORY", by Willard. 
Please accept our appreciation and most 
sincere thanks for this gift. We are placing 
it in the library at once, where it will un­
doubtedly afford patrons much valuable information. 
Very truly yours 
State Librarian 
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May 8, 1936 
John P. Stevens 
Latrobe Apartments 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Dear Mr, Stevens: 
We reeeived AN ENGINEER'S RECOLLECTIONS, 
and I read every word of it with great pleasure 
and a great deal of profit. If you come to 
Maine this summer, I wish you might come in and 
autograph this copy. We have placed it in our 
special Maine Author Collection. 
The detailed diary of the Lewis and Clarke 
Expedition to the pacific in 1804 will be a 
valuable addition to the historical section of 
our library. You may be sure it will be well 
cared for. 
We appreciate your interest in the State — 
I rather think I ought to say yar love for the 
old State, and the way it is finding expression. 
Please accept out thanks for all the favors you 
are extending to us. 
Very truly yours 
HED.m State Librarian 
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May 13, 1936 
John P. Stevens 
Latrobe Apartments 
Baltimore,.Maryland 
Dear Mr. Stevens; 
The two volumes of Lewis and Clakre's 
Expedition to the Missouri reached the 
library this morning, in perfect condition. 
We are greatly pleased with your gift 
and we are cataloging it at once, and plac­
ing it in our special collection of rare 
books, not to ace loaned. 
The life of Lev/is by Thomas Jefferson 
makes this set of unusual value. We are 
making especial notes on this biographical 
sketch, in our catalog so that it will be 
easily found. 
May v/e thank you again for your gen­
erosity and interest in the library and 
State, 
Very truly yours 
HED.m State Librarian 
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August 20, 1936 » 
Colonel John F. Stevens 
Latrobe Apartments 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Dear Mr. Stevens? 
The photograph of a section of the 
panel in the Theodore Roosevelt Memorial, 
in relation to the Panama Canal, has been 
received. 
We appreciate your interest in securing 
this valuable contribution for the Maine 
State Library. We are glad to have this, 
not only because it is a fine art exhibit, 
but also because of the association of the 
distinguished son of Maine with one of our 
great presidents. 
It was a great pleasure to have you 
visit the library and spend a few hours 
with us. l hope the next time you come, 
you will plan to spend more time at the 
State Library. 
Very truly yours 
HED.m State Librarian 
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Sept. 25, 1936 
John F. Stevens 
Latrobe Apartments 
Baltimore, Maryland 
Dear Mr. Stevens: 
The New York State Th.eod.ore Roosevelt 
Memorial dedicatory exercises have been 
received. Once more you have placed us 
under obligation. We greatly appreciate 
this last gift, not only on account of its 
value as a document, but also because you 
have presented it to the library. 
Very truly yours 
HED.m State Librarian 
JOHN F. STEVENS 
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BALTIMORE, ™«T &U-- fe /31 
/
~/3L ~ o-dLdU*^  
A^4 _ X r 
'' * J-
Wix  ^ JC'/CAtjL^^uJL 
JOHN F. STEVENS fl - n / 
i K SOUTHERN PINES /O 7 
} 
/-°>~ tfe„ _ 
y^ -» 'JXj u  StX y^ ^ T S f c i. AeJiid^  ^
a-~~<A_ A-e^, / / 
"*"" c"'^ f7 A^ lJt-°*-cA7 /^ >^uejjc>ca^  
~
t * * A -  A - t ^ ^ e L S i d L  7 r  ^ ,  
r*v -^r • 
? 
I*=- y.0^ y^ _ei 
-G*-& 
'\/sisi*\4r U /V/^ C-<>l^ -V^AjfcA —7*^*-^  
January 26, 1937* 
John P. Stevens 
Southern Pines 
North Carolina 
Dear Mr. Stevens: 
We have received the two volumes, STORY 
OP THE BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAILROAD. It 
happens we do not have these volumes in the 
library; therefore they are of value and interest 
to us, first, because they are a decided addition 
to our historical section, and second, because 
they are a gift from John P. Stevens. Please 
accept our thanks for your generous contribution. 
We are having a very remarkable winter. 
I guess from what we get in the newspapers and 
over the radio, that every state is having a 
remarkable winter. Here we are, the last of 
January, and we have had spring weather con­
tinuously since the first of the year. Today 
is about forty degrees above zero. It has 
snowed very very little, and it usually turns 
to rain. 
I hope you are enjoying your stay in 
Southern Pines. It must be a rather delightful 
place in the wintertime. 
All the staff joins me in sending New 
Year greetings and best wishes. 
Very truly yours 
HED.m State Librarian 
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February 12, 1937 
John P. Stevens 
Southern Pines 
North Carolina 
Dear Mr. Stevens: 
I was delighted to receive your letter 
of February 8, and this morning THE BLAZED 
TRAIL OF THE OLD FRONTIER has arrived. 
Once more you have pieced us under a 
very great obligation by the presentation 
to the library of this valuable book. Part 
five, dealing with your discovery of Maria>s 
Pass, is certainly a great addition to our 
archives. 
i notice that you have sent us a volume 
presented to the Southern Pines Library, and 
I presume they have received the Maine State 
Library copy. As soon as I hear from you, i 
will send our copy to the Southern Pines 
Library, or to you, as you may direct. 
Our winter continues open. , Here we are 
celebrating Lincoln's birthday, and there is 
really no indication of winter in Maine; rather, 
it is such a day as one might expect the first 
of AprijL, and indeed the entire winter has been 
about what it is today. 
1 hope you are enjoying Southern Pines. 
Very truly yours 
HED.m State Librarian 
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July 20, 1939 
Mr* John F. Stevens 
Southern Pines , 
North Carolina 
Dear Mr, Stevens: 
Please accept our thanks for your kind­
ness In remembering the Maine Author Collection 
vlth a copy of the Hoover .Medal address, and also 
our congratulations upon the richly merited 
distinction. 
Such honors reflect, we like to think, a 
little upon the State of Maine; and we are 
proud that we may claim you as a son. 
Very truly yours 
MAINE STATE LIBRARY 
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